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Reclamation. Desire is to provide item(s) as recognition of the Reclamation employees
volunteering and participation in the event. Intent is to distribute items at or prior to
event and all Reclamation employees will be verbally recognized at the event. All
Reclamation employees participating will get the item.

Answer

As stated above, it is not proper to give employees awards for volunteering at an event. It
is rare that the Comptroller has approved giving persons clothing as a necessary expense.
If Reclamation believes it is a necessary expense for its employees to be recognized at an
event, it should keep stock of clothing items that employees can take or use for the event
and return when the event is over. If the employee wants to wear their own item of
clothing, then the employee should purchase their own clothing.

Question 8

Purchase of non-uniform item(s) of apparel, e.g., hat, coat, shirt, etc, using appropriated
funds in an amount of less than or equal to the maximum $50.00 limit established in D&S
xxx. There is no direct Federal connection. Desire is to provide item(s) as recognition of
the Reclamation employees’ participation in the event. Intent is to distribute items at or
prior to event and all Reclamation employees will be verbally recognized at the event.

All Reclamation employees participating will get the item.

Answer
See answers to questions above (7 and 8).

Question 9

Authority to purchase apparel items, uniform and non-uniform items (part I). Purchases
will be made by personnel who are authorized to make purchases for the government and
will be made by contract, purchase order, or purchase card. Under what authority/law
can authorized personnel to purchase items of apparel. (5.U.S.C. for uniform, safety
specialty clothing, Incentive Awards act).

Anwer

Appropriations law applies to these purchases in the same way that they would apply to
any procurement. To that end the expenditure must be a necessary and proper expense.
Reclamation Manual ADM 06-01 requires that a Form DI-451 with the supervisor’s
approval be attached and filed with a charge card statement.

Question 10

Authority to purchase apparel items, uniform and non-uniform items (part II). Purchases
will be made by personnel who are authorized to make purchases for the government and
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will be made by contract, purchase order, or purchase card. Under what authority/law
can authorized personnel purchase items of apparel? (5.U.S.C. for uniform, safety
specialty clothing, Incentive Awards act).

Answer

Limitations to 5 U.S.C. come from how the Comptroller has interpreted the law in its
various decisions. Many of these decisions are cited herein. These decisions are very
conservative in how they interpret laws where government money is being spent on
employees for discretionary purposes.





